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by voices that deride as foolish the Idea of permitting Christian ethics
to regulate mundane affairs. Good Friday brings a pause to such
clamour. It dies down, and we become aware of another appeal
when we stand before the Cross of Calvary*
To be emotionally stirred by that spectacle of august and suffering
love is not enough ; the message of the Cross calls to thought, to
resolve, to action. It entreats us to discern, beneath all our secon-
dary troubles, the plain issue of life or death, of Christianity or pagan-
ism, that confronts us today. It urges, with a truth which bitter
experience has made unquestionable, that eager and strenuous
concern for material things alone can bring no peace either to a world
or an individual soul. It insists that true riches and true happiness
have to be sought along a road other than that which we supposed
would bring us to prosperity. It does not promise that, if we are
wholeheartedly Christian, we shall be able to mould circumstances
to our liking. But we shall try to mould them to god's liking, and
that effort, even if it fails to change the circumstances, infallibly will
change ourselves. It will give us a part in the one victory that
matters—the victory of Good Friday, the triumph of the Cross.
We incline to think of the Crucifixion as the world's supreme
tragedy. That, in a sense, it was ; though the real tragedy lay not in
the Crucifixion but in the sin and hatred which brought it about.
But on Good Friday the disciples were in no mood for such distinc-
tions. To them, as to all their contemporaries,, the Cross was a word
of horror. And the candour of the Gospels pictures the unrelieved
tragedy of the Cross for the disciples on the first Good Friday.
They had shrunk aghast and uncomprehending from their
master's reiterated predictions. It was impossible to link Him in
thought with that awful ignominy ; impossible to doubt, to the last
moment, that somehow He would triumph over His enemies. Yet the
gloom steadily deepened, no Divine power intervened, jesus was
crucified, and the disciples fled in an extremity of despair. If ever
there was a symbol of hideous disaster and irretrievable defeat, that
symbol was the Cross on Good Friday. Then came Easter, making all
things new. Yet the character of that change is often misunderstood.
It seems natural to contrast the tragedy of Good Friday with the
victory of Easter. That was not the view of the early Christians.
Such a view has no resemblance to that found in the New Testament.
There the Passion is regarded as central; each detail of the story
is set down with scrupulous care, and the Resurrection is given less
space, as being not the contradiction of the Passion but its conse-
quence. So far from wishing his converts to forget the Cross or to
speak of it with horror, st paul would have them glory in it. It was
on the Cross, and not in spite of the Cross, that jesus conquered.
He is acclaimed as overthrowing the banded powers of evil, triumph-
ing over them, not in the Resurrection but in the Cross. The Cross,
rather than the empty sepulchre, was to become the Christian sign of

